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State Deputy Report 
 

Dear Brother Knights: 
 

Happy New Year to you and yours.   As we step into this new year, we are reminded that 
every new beginning is a gift from God—an opportunity to renew our commitment to Him, to 
our families and to our Order.  
 

This year brings fresh possibilities for recruitment, for strengthening our programs and for 
offering faith-filled events that invite men to encounter Christ more deeply through the 
Knights of Columbus. When we put Faith First, everything else finds its proper place. 
 

This past weekend, we held our Mid-Year meeting with the District Deputies, Directors, 
Insurance Agents and Officers. St. Rita’s Council did a wonderful job of hosting us. We were 
treated to an inspiring message of Love and Faith by Father Tetzel, Pastor of St. Rita’s. He 
reminded us that our faith cannot be hidden. It is meant to be lived, shared, and seen through 
our love and actions, living up to the words “They will know we are Christians by our Love.    
 

In our parishes, communities and Councils, let us be visible witnesses of Christ’s love—men 
who lead with humility, serve with joy and invite others to walk alongside us. May this be a 
year where we grow not only in numbers, but in holiness, unity and charity. As always, we will 
shine in these times by our Love. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
 

Bob Adams 
State Deputy, Oregon Knights of Columbus.   
 

Safe-Environment Compliant 
Dear Brother Knights: 
  
It pains me to actually have to write this message. We have numerous individuals and 
Councils that are NOT Safe-Environment Compliant. This needs to change!  We are 
seeing/hearing several reasons for this, including:  Not turning in the 365 Form, which lists the 
individuals in the required positions, Councils turning in the names, but not following through 
to make sure the individuals actually completed the training/background checks, and sadly, 
others simply refusing to do the required training. 
 
Effective Monday, February 9th, any Brother Knight, including officers, in the role of Program 
Director, Community Director, and/or Family Director, who is not Safe-Environment compliant, 
will be removed from that role. 
 

The State Officers and District Deputies, in particular our State Advocate, Nick Guenther, 
stand ready to assist all Councils and individuals in meeting this requirement.   Please reach 
out to any of us with your questions or requests for assistance.    
 

Please note that any Council that is not Safe-Environment Compliance is NOT eligible to be a 
Star Council.  In addition, any Council that is not compliant as of April 15, 2026, is NOT eligible 
for the new member recruitment incentives that have been running since July 1.    
 

Not only is this required, but it is the right thing to do.    Lets make sure we wrap this up by 
2/9. Thank you. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
 

Bob Adams 
State Deputy, Oregon Knights of Columbus.   
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      Passing of Rev. Terry James O’Connell 

54th State Chaplain of Oregon 2009-11 
 
Terry James O’Connell was born July 19, 1954, in Minot, ND to Earl and Myrtle Annell 
O’Connell. 

 

When Terry was 9 years old, the O’Connell family moved to Salem, OR where he 
graduated from McNary High School in 1972. 

 

Terry went to the University of Oregon and graduated in 1978 where he earned a double 
major: BS in Psychology and Social Work. 

 

After graduating college, Terry enlisted in the Navy as a vocational counselor. He moved 
up the ranks and became a Navy Officer Billet – Electrical Officer on the USS Nicholson, DD 

982. He went all over the world, including Persian Gulf with the Middle East Force amid the Iran-Iraq War's "Tanker War" 
phase, Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, Arabian Sea, the Gulf, Guantanamo Bay, Barcelona, Spain, Mediterranean and Caribbean 
just to name a few. 

 

Terry was honorable discharged on June 3, 1986, at PSD NETC Newport, Rhode Island. After he disembarked in Rhode 
Island, 30-40 fellow military personal rode bicycles across the United States. The group saw major sites, celebrated 
birthdays together, camped in every state, and even created their own song. Slowly people diverted from the group as 
they hit their home state. The last 10 Pacific Northwestern riders ended up in the Ogle’s backyard in Beaverton, OR for a 
night. 

 

The next phase of Terry’s life involved the Catholic Church; Terry enrolled at the University of 
Portland while living at the St John Vianney House of studies pursuing pre-theological studies 
from 1986, then received a “pastoral year” placement 1989-1990 at St Anne Parish in 
Gresham, OR. 

 

For one summer, Fr. Terry signed up for a mission in Mexico, he left not knowing any Spanish 
and was assigned living arrangements with a local family. There he became fluent in Spanish, 
culture, and found a love in culinary arts.   

 

He started his seminary journey in 1989 at Mt Angel Seminary and was ordained a Catholic 
Priest on September 5, 1992, at St Mary’s Cathedral in Portland, OR along with Bishop Liam 
Cary. 
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In order of priestly ordination, he served at: Sacred Heart – Medford, Mission Santo Niño de 
Atocha Guantanamo, Cuba, St. Monica - Coos Bay, St. James – McMinnville, Good Shepherd – 
Sheridan, St. Michael - Grand Ronde, St. Peter – Newberg and St. Juan Diego – Portland.   
 
Fr. Terry was the second permanent pastor at St Juan Diego in Portland, OR between 2013-
2021. 
  
During that time, he started the Spanish Mass for the parish in July 2014 and started the 
planning and funding of a new community building. Unfortunately, he never saw the hall 
completed. 
 
Fr. Terry was forced into retirement after a life altering stroke in 2021. Then, his health declined 
and other serious health issues became prominent. 
  

His final residence was an adult foster home in Beaverton, OR. 
 
Rev. O’Connell was the Oregon Knights of Columbus State Chaplain 2009–11. 
 
Rev. Terry James O’Connell died on November 10, 2025, at an adult foster home in Beaverton, OR from Congestive 
Heart Failure. 
 
“You really came to know who you were supposed to be as a priest by helping people in desperate situations." Rev. Terry 
O’Connell, October 13, 1995 

 

 

Cor 

What is Cor?  Well, here is your elevator speech, if anyone asks. 

Cor is forming the hearts of men into the Heart of Jesus 

Cor is not a “program”. Cor is not an “activity”. 

            Cor is a Mission!  A mission has importance, it has meaning, it has     
            determination. Jesus himself gave us this mission.    
    
              Matt. 28:19      “Go therefore, and make disciples” 

  What are you waiting for?   

   Contact me for more information:   

   Ray Prom  DEFF    
   promray58@gmail.com 

 

 

    

Ray Prom PSD 
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State Secretary Report 
 
Oregon State KofC Leaders, 
 
We need your help to CLEAN UP this list of online Knights caught in digital limbo. 
 
At the Mid-Year Mtg this past weekend, I promised to forward the most recent list of PENDING Knights. 
Attached is this list of men that already used the online KofC.org/Join site to become Knights. 
The problem is that none of them responded to the emails from Supreme asking them to Confirm their Joining request. 
The most likely situation is that the Supreme email went to their Spam or Junk Folder and by now has now been deleted. 
I used this information to send text messages to each one and have yet to see a response from any on this list. 
 
I ask each DD, GK or FS to scan down this list to find your council(s) and make EVERY ATTEMPT to reach out to these 
"almost" Knights. 
I had about a 10% success rate in reaching men who DID want to Join and their names have been removed from this 
newest listing. 
 
If the man IS ready to join, please advise him to send an email to: emembership@kofc.org with the following verbiage: 
 
"My name is (First & Last Name) with Tracker ID (Per Listing) and wish to Confirm my desire to join the Knights of 
Columbus" 
 
Make sure they use the EXACT SAME email as found on the listing in order for Supreme to match the one in their 
system. 
 
If the email is incorrect, please have them add a notation of what the incorrect email was. 
 
I ask you inform them to cc you on their email to Supreme so that you too will receive Supreme's verification of 
acceptance. 
 
If for any reason, you discover the man is now no longer interested in joining, PLEASE send a different Email as follows: 
 
As the (Your Position, First & Last Name) of (Council #), I have verified that (Man's First & Last Name) with Tracker # (Per 
Listing) is no longer interested in Confirming membership in the Knights of Columbus and ask that his name be removed 
as a Prospective Knight. 
 
I ask you to cc EITHER email to Guenther51@gmail.com to ensure that our Worthy Online Membership Director Nick 
Guenther is kept informed so he can monitor this list and remove those requests as they occur. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Mike Pranger 
503-522-9522 
michaelpranger@live.com 

 

 

mailto:emembership@kofc.org
mailto:Guenther51@gmail.com
mailto:michaelpranger@live.com
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Worthy District Masters, State Deputies, Former Vice Supreme Masters, and Newsletter 
Editors, 

 
Let's hold a Province-wide conference call to discuss membership growth strategies for the 4th Degree. We'll discuss 
challenges and barriers to members joining as well as ideas that will lead more men to want to join the 4th Degree. This 
will be an open forum and will include idea sharing. It is open to District Masters, Former District Masters, Former Vice 
Supreme Masters, Faithful Navigators, and any other leaders in the 4th Degree who would be interested in attending this 
meeting. 
 
The meeting will be Thursday January 29th at 7pm PST. Worthy District Masters, can you share this with your districts? 
 
Here is the registration link: https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1746988&tp_key=65b2d81c86 

Vivat Jesus! 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Microsoft Teams Need help? 

Join the meeting now 

Meeting ID: 224 062 029 324 94 
Passcode: QD3Wu7sE 

 
For organizers: Meeting options 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Kenneth J. Anderson, Vice Supreme Master 

Knights of Columbus 
Archbishop Blanchet 4th Degree Province 
kennethandersoniii@gmail.com 
(541) 602-0249 

https://goto.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1746988&tp_key=65b2d81c86
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_Y2Y0ZWEzNzgtOTkzMS00NDMyLWI1ZGQtYzM4ZTc2NzVmMzVi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f432b734-93cb-4fc9-9755-06f3a36b2846%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2234781d76-1113-4ea8-851d-11a33bcf77a1%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=34781d76-1113-4ea8-851d-11a33bcf77a1&tenantId=f432b734-93cb-4fc9-9755-06f3a36b2846&threadId=19_meeting_Y2Y0ZWEzNzgtOTkzMS00NDMyLWI1ZGQtYzM4ZTc2NzVmMzVi@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US
mailto:kennethandersoniii@gmail.com
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“But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” Luke 1:43 
To change your address: https://www.kofc.org/en/contact/update-contact-information.html 

                                         

KoCAA IAR’s will not accept trade requests via e-mail or voicemail. Trade requests must be made verbally, either over 
the phone or in person. We will facilitate the execution of trades as quickly as possible. KoCAA cannot guarantee trades 
will be executed on the same business day. 
 

If you would like to reach out to my Supervisor directly with any questions or comments you may do so by writing to our 
“IAR Supervisor Group. One Columbus Plaza, 19th Floor. New Haven, CT 06510”. Additionally, you may also contact my 
Supervisor by emailing kofcfunds@kofcassetadvisors.org. Please include the name of your Investment Adviser 
Representative in your message.  
 

This communication is provided by Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors, LLC (KoCAA) for informational purposes only. 
Investing involves the risk of loss and investors should be prepared to bear potential losses. No portion of this 
communication is to be construed as a solicitation to buy or sell a security or the provision of personalized investment, 
tax, or legal advice.  
 

KoCAA is an SEC registered investment adviser that maintains a principal place of business in the State of Connecticut. 
For information about KoCAA’s business operations, please consult the Firm’s Form ADV disclosure documents, the most 
recent versions of which are available on the SEC’s Investment Adviser Public Disclosure website at adviserinfo.sec.gov. 
KoCAA is a wholly owned subsidiary of Knights of Columbus, one of the world’s largest Catholic Lay Organizations. 
KoCAA’s status as a Registered Investment Adviser does not imply a certain level of skill or training. More information 
visit KoCAA.com. Investment related information is intended for current or prospective investors in the U.S. only.  
 

Life insurance, annuities, long-term care insurance and disability income insurance products are offered through Knights 
of Columbus, One Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510. For costs, terms, conditions and complete details regarding 
these products, please contact your agent directly or the KofC Insurance office at 1-800-380-9995. Products may vary by 
state. Insurance solutions available to eligible members of the KofC in the U.S. and Canada.  
 

Knights of Columbus representatives are not licensed to provide specific legal and/or tax advice. Before purchasing one 
of our products or making a withdrawal, surrender, exchange, transfer, or other change to an existing insurance or 
annuity contract, always consult with your personal legal and/or tax professional to discuss how this will affect your 
specific financial situation.  
 

https://www.kofc.org/en/contact/update-contact-information.html
mailto:kofcfunds@kofcassetadvisors.org
https://careers.kofc.org/content/Become-an-Agent/?locale=en_US
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Life Director Report 
 

Brother Knights of the Oregon Council, 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
It was a great meeting in Portland this past weekend.  Thanks to the State Leadership and           
St. Rita's Council for putting it on!  The one-year-old St. Rita Council knocked it out of the park! 
 
At the meeting we were given a compilation of the "brainstorming" that was done at the Summer 
Meeting regarding activities that Councils could do and what was working for them. 
 
I've attached a picture of the compilation, (next page) so that your Councils can peruse that and 
see what might work for them. 
 

Let me know if you have any further questions or need any clarification about these possible activities. 
 
This month, I would like to talk about a couple of things your Councils can do to be active in our mission to foster a 
"Culture of Life". 
 
There is a LIFE NOVENA coming up from January 16th through 24th, from the USCCB. The prayers for this Novena are 
available at this website: www.respectlife.org/prayers You can sign up to get daily text message or email reminders 
during the Novena. Then, click on the "9 days for Life" line, next click on the "Novena" tab to get info about the Novena, 
or the "Resources" tab to get printable copies of the daily web pages. 
 
Please get this information to your Councils and ask them to sign up for the Novena.  This is an easily accomplished 
activity you can do towards the Columbian Award/STAR Council. 
 
Another item for this month is the "ACE WINGS" program.  This is where your members can "earn their WINGS" by 
accomplishing 10 Life activities during a 12-month period with 7 of the 10 must be for the Unborn. Those Councils that 
are doing the "40 Days for Life" campaign can accomplish this easily, by praying at an abortion clinic for each week of the 
40 days.  There’s 6 or 7 activities right there. 
 
To find the application for the ACE WINGS award, go to the State Website, www.oregonkofc.org and scroll down to 
"State Forms". Then, scroll down to the bottom of that page and find the RED TAB that says, "Pro-Life ACE WINGS 
program".  Clicking that tab will bring up the ACE WINGS application. 
 
Send those completed forms to me and I will send you the ACE WINGS to award your members that have been Pro-Life 
WARRIORS! 
 

One more item I'd like to address is REPORTING. 
 
Many Councils don't know that they need to complete a Form 10784 for EACH activity they do, in any of the four "Faith 
in Action" categories. If you don't complete this form, you may not get credit for it when you report it on the Columbian 
Award application (SP-7). This form is available online.  Go to the Supreme website (www.kofc.org) and in the search 
box, put in "10784".  That is the easiest way to get you to the form. 
 
The member completing the form must first put in his Membership Number and last name.  Then, the online form to 
complete will be sent to his email address. 

 

Kent Purdy 
Life Director 

http://www.respectlife.org/prayers
http://www.oregonkofc.org/
http://www.kofc.org/
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It's an EASY form to complete and takes just a few minutes. 
 
Councils need to also report their activities to the State Council.  This too is easy and takes just a few minutes. 
Go to the State Website (oregonkofc.org) and scroll down to the bottom, where you find the tab "State Forms".  Under 
"Report Forms", click on "Culture of Life Report form". You can download the form to complete each month.  Then 
email the completed form to me, the State Life Director. 
 
This is what we base the State Awards at the State Convention on.  Please get someone in your Council to complete 
these forms each month to tell the State Council what you are doing. Only 15 or so Councils in the State are doing this 
every month.  That's only about 16% of all Councils.  We can do better than that! 
Thank you! 
 
Vivat Jesus, Brothers! 
 

SK Kent A. Purdy, State LIFE Director 
15987 Gescher Lane SE 
Sublimity, OR  97385-9404 
Rphpurdy@protonmail.com 
503-881-1244 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Rphpurdy@protonmail.com
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Installation of new District Master David Hamilton 

On December 14th at St Philip Catholic Church in Dallas Oregon, Worthy Vice Supreme Master Kenneth Anderson 

installed the new District Master of Oregon David Hamilton just prior to an Exemplification of Patriotism for 4 new Sir 

Knights. During the Installation District Master David Hamilton was presented with his Jewel of Office, Beret Patch and 

the District Sword. 

        

          

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SK David Hamilton 
Oregon District Master 
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Membership Director Report 
 

Brothers, I am excited to announce our first 2 Star Council of 25/26 year, 13700 St Joseph the 

Worker in Portland!  A big shout out and thanks to the men of the Council and DD Tom Burns! 

My first question to everyone else is, how about you?  Make your Council great again! 

Shout Out: 

CONGRATULATIONS Council 13700 for reaching 2 STARS! Thanks to Travis and the team for 

being the first to cross the "next level"!  Total new Members 11 

• Bend keeps Kicking Butt!  Total new members 18 and on their way to 2 Star! 
• Medford is coming alive by adding another 2 men approaching Star Council - Total new members is 7  
• K Falls!  NICE WORK!  Adding 4 new men in a week.  RINSE REPEAT! Total new members 5 
• St Mathews!  Home of the state meeting adding a new member bringing their total to 2 for the year 
• Hermiston added 1 new member coming off the bench to score a bucket - Need more!  

Thanks to all Councils who have been active in membership the past few weeks, I appreciate all your efforts. 

 

Defender of the Order: 

• DD's I really need your help to motivate your Councils at plan for the 
year 

• Team St Joseph 98 leading St Michael 82   
•  

Bl Michael McGivney pray for us! 

Vivat Jesus! 

Chris Cummings  
Knights of Columbus  
Membership Director - Oregon  
541.543.7596 
membership.director.or@gmail.com  

Chris Cummings 
Membership Director 

mailto:membership.director.or@gmail.com
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Mid-Winter State Meeting 

On Friday night, January 2, 2026 session, Immediate Past State Deputy Ken Anderson                                                                        

presented the Star District Awards to the following District Deputies. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

All Star District - District 1 - 

Michael McDougall 

 

Star District - District 2  - 

Thomas Burns 

 

Star District - District 3 – 
Kevin Guenther 

 

Star District - District 21 - 

Douglas Whitney 

 

First Place - Bend Council 1872 

 

 

Runner Up - St Joseph the 

Worker Council 13700 

 

Star District - District 6 – 

Kent Purdy 

 

Star District - District 8 – 
David Fears 

 

Star District - District 18 - 

David Judy 

 

Worthy IMPSD Kenneth Anderson also 
presented two awards for Membership Promotion 

- Top Gun - 
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Wives At Mid-Winter State Meeting 

Saturday morning, we were led in a scripture reflection called “Lectio Divina” by Teresa Adams.   

Saturday afternoon, we had a quilting activity and were led by Amy Din (her husband Greg Din is a member of council 

1634 in Hillsboro).   
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Honor Guard Request 

Worthy Sir Knights of the Oregon District 
 
On November 16, we lost a longtime member of the Knights of Columbus and a 
member of our Assembly, Sir Knight Bob Cassidy. Bob was a Korean War veteran 
and an active member of Canby Council 3484. He faithfully served our Order and 
his community for many years. 
 
We have been requested to provide an Honor Guard for his Funeral Mass at All 
Saints Catholic Church, where Bob raised his children. The church is located at 
3847 NE Glisan Street, Portland, OR 97232, on Saturday, January 10. 

• Rosary: 10:30 AM 

• Funeral Mass: 11:00 AM 

• Honor Guard Arrival Time: 10:00 AM 

I spoke with a representative from the parish office, who shared that All Saints does not currently have a 
Knights of Columbus Council, although one has been discussed in the past. This is an opportunity for the 
Knights to demonstrate our unity, patriotism, and commitment to supporting our members, their 
families, and the parish community. 
 
Please make every effort to attend and honor Sir Knight Bob Cassidy and his family. 
Dress: Color Corps regalia or dark suit 
Please let me know if you plan to attend. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Tony Davis Color Corps Commander 
Knights of Columbus 
4th Degree Assembly 1606 
📧 tdavis5911@gmail.com 
 

Blessings, 

SK David Hamilton 
Oregon District Master 
Archbishop Blanchet 4th Degree Province 
Former DD, District 5 Past FN, Assembly 4026 
Past Treasurer | Trustee Council 8129 Dallas Oregon 
Vietnam Era Veteran, U.S. Navy 

📞 503-837-9309 

✉️ HamiltonDavid232@gmail.com 
 

 

  

SK David Hamilton 
Oregon District Master 

mailto:tdavis5911@gmail.com
mailto:HamiltonDavid232@gmail.com
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In Memoriam 

Sir Knight Patrick Parson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brothers, 

I am sorry to inform you that our Brother, Sir Knight Patrick Parsons of Albany Council 1577 and Assembly 906 has 

passed away. His lovely wife Teresita posted on Facebook that Pat, her loving husband and best friend had entered 

Heaven. Anyone who knew Pat and Teresita could feel the love between them whenever they were together.  

Pat was the State Life Chairman for many years and you could always see he and Teresita together at multiple Support 

Life events all over the state. They LIVED their belief in life and the support of the Catholic Church. 

Patrick even had a YouTube channel called Catholic Perspective by Patrick Parson . His description of the page told you 

what kind of faith he had. 

"Christ has called us to be lights in a world of darkness This channel is one attempt to follow that call from a Catholic 

layman's perspective on a number of subjects." 

He had over 200 videos explaining many aspects of our Catholic faith and great videos of all of the mysteries and 

decades of the Rosary as well as novenas and the Life of Christ. 

He lived his beliefs out loud. His Facebook page was a mixture of posts of the many wonderful trips he and Teresita 

would take interspersed with numerous posts about the various rallies and outreach events they attended in support of 

Life. He was unapologetic in his views on abortion but could talk with anyone and remain calm and rational regardless of 

how others reacted.  

He will be dearly missed by all of us who knew him but we can be comforted knowing that he is in Heaven with our Lord. 

Please keep Teresita, Albert, Jorge and Carolina in your prayers. 

Tim Grady 
Executive Secretary 
Oregon State Council 
Knights of Columbus 
541-961-2713   (Color Guard/funeral information continued next page) 
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Funeral Mass for Past State Life Director Sir Knight Patrick Parson 

 
Sir Knights, 
 
There will be a Rosary and Funeral Mass for Past State Life Director Sir Knight Patrick Parson on 
Wednesday, January 7th at OLPH (St. Mary’s – Albany). 

• Rosary: 10:30 AM 

• Funeral Mass: 11:00 AM 

We respectfully request that all members of the Honor Guard please be present by 10:00 AM if possible. 
I will be there before 10:00 to assist with coordination. 
Thank you for your support and service as we honor our departed brother. 
Blessings, 
 

SK David Hamilton 

Oregon District Master 

Archbishop Blanchet 4th Degree Province 

Former DD, District 5 

Past FN, Assembly 4026 

Past Treasurer | Trustee 

Council 8129 Dallas Oregon 

Vietnam Era Veteran, U.S. Navy 

📞 503-837-9309 

✉️ OregonDistrictMaster@gmail.com 

 

Throughout his life, Patrick dedicated himself to serving others, whether it was through his work with the Boy Scouts, 

volunteering at local churches, or reaching out to help the homeless in our community. His generosity and kindness 

touched countless lives, and he always put the needs of others before his own. 

mailto:OregonDistrictMaster@gmail.com
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Oregon State KofC Charities 

 

One of the images that comes to mind with a new year is the cartoon of the baby, 

recognizing a fresh start, a new beginning. Each child born into this world has that 

also. A new beginning, a glorious addition to our world.  

 

With that in mind, I have designated the Charity of the Month for January to be 

our Homes for Mothers, where mothers get the assistance they need to get a 

great start for raising their babies. You may designate your donation to go to your 

local pregnancy resource center, a local Maternity assistance home or the fund in 

general - which is titled on our Green Sheet -  “Unwed Mothers, Right to Life”. 

 

Either way, you will know that you will be helping a baby get a fresh start on a new 

year, and what better way to celebrate.  God Bless! 

 

Vivat Jesus 

 

Ray Prom, PSD 

President, Oregon State KofC Charities    

promray58@gmail.com            

PH:503-440-2382 

mailto:promray58@gmail.com


22 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

CHARITABLE GREEN SHEET 
  

Name: _____________________________________________ Council Number: _____________________ 
  
______________ General Fund Assist charitable groups at large requesting our assistance 
  
______________ Pennies for Heaven Assist those who are entering the Seminary at Mt. Angel 
  
______________ Bishop White Seminary Assist those who are entering the Seminary at Bishop White in Spokane 
  
______________ Military Chaplains Fund Provide support for training of priests as military chaplains 
  
______________ Ultrasound Initiatives Fund of ultrasound machines in Oregon 
  
______________ Pregnancy Resource Centers/Homes Help for unwed Mothers throughout Oregon 
  
______________ Natural Disaster Assistance Assist Food Banks and Distribution Centers during natural Disaster 
  
______________ KBVM/Mater Dei Radio Support will help bring evangelization to the air waves 
  
______________ Food for Families Support of families in need, food basket programs, etc 
  
______________ Global Wheelchairs Support the wheelchair initiative 
  
______________ Diocesan Youth Programs Assist in support of Baker and Portland Diocese Youth Programs 
  
______________ Catholic School Assistance Support youth in Oregon so they can get Catholic education at facilities 
   such as Chesterton Academy, Parish schools, etc. 
  

______________ TOTAL GREEN SHEET CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Youth Director Report 
 

Worthy Brother Knights:  

 

We are halfway through our Fraternal Year and starting a new calendar. 

 

 We just completed our Winter Meeting at the State level in Portland at St. Rita Catholic 

Church.  

 

First item of business is our Basketball Hoop Shoot. All participating Councils should host their 

local hoop shoot contest sometime during January 2026.  

 

Then, our District Deputies should be hosting their District competition sometime during 

February 2026.  

 

Finally, I will host the State competition sometime during March 2026. Location and date to be determined later. The 

State competition sign-in will start at 12 Noon, followed by player participation at 12:30 p.m.  

 

Each participant must have taken 25 free throws at the local or district level and must have the original score sheet with 

them. All of our state's Fall programs have been completed at this time.  

Coats For Kids 

Statewide, we gave away 363 boxes of Coats For Kids, with 12 coats in each box.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact me.  Thanks in advance.  

 

George E. Murphy S.Y.D.  
1969 SE Gail Ct  
Hillsboro, OR 97123  
(503)703-7671  
gemurphy42@gmail.com  

 

 

 
 

George Murphy 
Youth Director 

mailto:gemurphy42@gmail.com


24 

24 
 

 

Intentions  
By: Executive Secretary Tim Grady 

 

We know that membership in the Knights can tremendously improve our relationship with God, our Priests, and each 

other. One thing I think we often overlook is the security we get with our membership.  

I was in the insurance industry for over 25 years and I can tell you that nothing I had available for my customers could 

beat the products and security provided by the Knights insurance program. We should be approaching every young 

Catholic man from the standpoint of providing the security his family needs by joining the Knights and taking advantage 

of the products they offer. We do them all a huge disservice by not taking the time to point this out. 

Father McGivney formed the Knights for just this purpose but I think we tend to focus more on getting members to be 

active in the Council and participate in our programs and don't spend enough time thinking about how we can protect 

members of our parish for their lifetime and for their families. 

We can't expect the Field Agents to do it all. We are the first line of contact for these men. Once we bring them in the 

Field Agents can then do their job but the prospective members need to know what is available to help them make their 

decision to join. 

 

St. Nicholas Prayer 

            Dearest St. Nicholas, we come to you in our humility to ask your intercession for our needs. Your generosity and 

kindness in your lifetime invite us to implore your favor now. Your life was the embodiment of what the Knights of 

Columbus aspires to be, so we seek to model our lives after you. 

            You were most known, as are we, for your Charity, and for your defense of the Faith. You are the patron Saint of 

charitable fraternities, and so we have a spiritual connection to you and with you. 

 As we enter this time of Advent, the preparation for the birth of our Savior, we ask that you aid us inviting men 

to live their lives as you did. With Faith and Charity as our cornerstones, open the hearts of Catholic men to unite with us 

in following the two principal commandments, love of God and love of our neighbor. With your divine intercession, we 

can give more men the gift of living their lives with the intent in which they were created; to be better husbands, better 

fathers, better followers of Jesus Christ.  

Leave us not as spiritual orphans but remember our intentions in your heavenly abode.   Amen 
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               District Master David Hamilton Introduction 
New District Master for Oregon 

Worthy Sir Knights, 
 
My name is Sir Knight David Hamilton, and it is a profound honor to serve as the new District 
Master for Oregon within the Archbishop Blanchet Province. I am deeply grateful for the trust 
and confidence that has been placed in me, and I approach this responsibility with a heart full 
of hope for what we can achieve together. 
 
This is a moment of tremendous possibility for our District. As we continue strengthening our 
4th Degree assemblies, renewing our commitment to unity, and proudly upholding the 

cherished principle of the Fourth Degree—Patriotism—I believe we stand on the threshold of a brighter and more 
vibrant future. The challenges before us are opportunities for growth, and the work we do as Sir Knights has the power 
to bring lasting good to our parishes, our families, and our communities. 
 
My hope is that every Sir Knight throughout Oregon feels not only welcomed and valued, but inspired—encouraged to 
deepen his faith, to step into leadership, and to carry out the charitable and patriotic mission of our Order with renewed 
enthusiasm. Together, we will support our clergy with devotion, uplift our communities with compassion and action, and 
build a strong, unified brotherhood that reflects the very best of the Knights of Columbus. 
 
I am genuinely excited for the journey ahead and humbled to walk alongside such dedicated Catholic men. With God’s 
grace and with the strength we draw from one another, I am confident that our District will continue to flourish. 
Thank you, and I look forward with hope, gratitude, and determination to serve each of you in the months and years to 
come. 
 
As we celebrate this joyful Christmas season, I extend my warmest wishes to each of you and your families for a very 
Merry Christmas and a blessed and prosperous New Year. May the joy of Christ’s birth fill your hearts, your homes, and 
your gatherings with peace, hope, and renewed faith. 
 
Please know that you are in my prayers, along with your loved ones, as we reflect on the true meaning of this holy 
season and look ahead to the coming year with gratitude and purpose. I am deeply thankful for your continued 
dedication, patriotism, and faithful service to the Church, our Order, and our communities. 
 
Once again, thank you for all that you do. May God bless you abundantly this Christmas season and throughout the New 
Year. 
 

Blessings, 

SK David Hamilton 

Oregon District Master Archbishop Blanchet 4th Degree Province 
Past DD, District 5, Past FN, Assembly 4026 
Past Treasurer | Past Trustee, Council 8129 Dallas Oregon 
Vietnam Era Veteran, U.S. Navy 
PH: 503-837-9309 
HamiltonDavid232@gmail.com 
 

 

SK David Hamilton 
Oregon District Master PHOTO 

mailto:HamiltonDavid232@gmail.com
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Council In Action 

Over the past year, the Knights at Holy Trinity parish in Beaverton OR, Council 14802 helped at 

the Hillsboro and McMinnville air shows as community projects. We had 20-30 volunteers who 

helped with setup & tear down chairs, tables, and escorting people to their assigned areas.  

For this effort the Council received $5000 dollars.  This will be used to support parish, Knights 

and community projects. The photo is the Holy Trinity Knights representatives receiving their 

“Outstanding Community Volunteer Group” award at the 

Oregon air show committee Halloween themed awards 

party. 

Council 14802 Knights and wives helped at the November 

regional Special Olympics swim meet held in Beaverton 

OR. The Holy Trinity team helped with timing, cheering, 

scoring and escorting athletes.  They all had a great & rewarding time helping at this 

event. 

  

Silver Rose 

 This request is to identify which Districts and Councils would 
like to host the Silver Rose this year as it passes through 
Oregon from June 21st to July 18th, 2026.  
 
Based on interest I will create a path for this year to follow and 
get to as many areas of the State as possible. If we miss some 
this year, we will do our best to get to you in 2027.  
 

Here is the Ask 
 
If you could let me know your Location/Council/Parish interest and provide an 
appropriate contact name, email and phone number to work with. I will then create a 
draft path and schedule for the 2026 Oregon Silver Rose Program.  
 
I look forward to hearing back from many of you by March 1st. I will then create an initial draft path and schedule for 
the 2026 Oregon Silver Rose Program to share for comments. See some history of this program below. Do not hesitate 
to contact me. Thanks.  
 
SK Darin E. Silbernagel, 2026 Oregon Silver Rose Chairman  
Financial Secretary Council 11109, Independence OR  
Email: silbernd@gmail.com  
(C) 503-508-6285 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe Silver Rose Story 
 

In 1960 a group of Knights of Columbus Squires from Monterrey Council in Mexico wanted to do something special in honor of       
Our Lady of Guadalupe. They invited Squires from Laredo, Texas to London, Ontario, Canada to join in running a rose from Canada, 
across the US and transferred at the International Bridge in Laredo, Texas. In June 1960, a live rose was blessed by Bishop John Cody 
in London, Ontario and the rose started on its journey. There were adorations and Rosary recitation along the way. It was a 
memorable success!  
 
The Squires involved wanted to do it again in 1961. Instead of a live rose, a silver rose, made by a jeweler in Monterrey, Mexico was 
used. In 1990, Supreme Knights of Columbus, Virgil C. Dechant, initiated the Silver Rose Pilgrimage as a Supreme Program. In 2001, 
Supreme Knight Carl Anderson viewed this Pilgrimage “as a perfect symbol that not only honored Our Lady of Guadalupe as 
Patroness of all the Americas but also reaffirms the Order’s dedication to the sanctity of human life from conception to natural 
death.”  
 

What began in 1960 as a single route from Canada to Mexico evolved and currently there are eight separate routes. The Silver Rose 
Pilgrimage in the Western U.S. begins in Alaska, journeys through, Hawaii, Washington, Idaho, Oregon, Nevada, California, Arizona, 
New Mexico, Texas and Mexico. It arrives with the other seven roses at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Monterrey, Mexico 
on the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, December 12th.  
 

“Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pray for us” 
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Council In Action 

By: GK Mark Gromolski Council 3999 Hermiston 

 
On Saturday evening December 13th, two of our Council members, Robert Longoria who is our Deputy Grand Knight and 

Brother Landon Vandehey, were installed  by Bishop Thomas Hennen as acolytes for Our Lady of Angels parish in 

Hermiston.   

                             
 

 
 

Council In Action 
By: SK/FS Ronald Bernt Council 2439 Sublimity 

 

Mass and procession celebrating the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 12th 
at Immaculate Conception in Stayton. The three Sir Knights were Mike Alley, John Etzel 
and myself.  Have a blessed and Merry Christmas. 
 
Three Sir Knights from Archbishop Howard Assembly 900, in Salem OR had the honor of 
participating in a procession and Mass at Immaculate Conception Church in Stayton 
OR.  We were celebrating the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  The 4th Degree Knights 
served as an Honor Guard for the occasion. 
 
Vivat Jesus!  
Fraternally, 
                                                                                     
Ronald E Bernt Financial Secretary Council 2439 
Faithful Comptroller Assembly 900 
FS@kofc2439.org 
https://kofc2439.org          

                        

 
 
 
 

mailto:FS@kofc2439.org
https://kofc2439.org/
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Council In Action 
By: Duane Kloser, PGK Canby Council 3484 

 

2025 Canby Tree Lighting – Canby Council 3484 

The Canby Knights of Columbus participated in the annual Canby Tree Lighting event at Wait Park on Friday, December 
5th.  This event, organized by the local Canby Community, brings together thousands from the surrounding communities  
to enjoy a great evening to celebrate the Christmas Season.  Three groups played music before the parade. The parade 
started at 6:00 pm and was followed by the tree lighting ceremony and Santa Claus talking to the children.  Several other 
churches and groups from the Canby Community participated.   
 
Ten Brother Knights and spouses served 35 gallons (700 cups) of hot chocolate and hot apple cider, free of charge, to 
everyone coming out on a very windy, but dry December night.  Sir Knight Greg Perez did a great job as the MC for the 
event.  Donations were given to Jamaican Hurricane Relief. This is one of the few ways the Knights of Columbus give 
back to the community for supporting them in other fund-raising events, like their annual charity auction and crab 
dinner.   
 
A big thanks to Sir Knight Duane Kloser for organizing this event. 
 

Below are a few pictures from the event. 
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Simbang Gabi 
 
Holy Trinity, Beaverton was honored to host Archbishop Sample for the annual Commissioning Mass marking the 
ceremonial beginning of Simbang Gabi [Simbang Gabi (Evening Mass) is one of the most important and popular Filipino 
traditions. It is during these nine evening liturgies that Filipinos come together to prepare for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to celebrate our values of family, hospitality, and deep faith. It is also a time to reach out to everyone 
who may need fellowship, hope, and love]. Parish leaders from across the Archdiocese brought their parols (Christmas 
lanterns) to be blessed and commissioned to share the Light of Christ with their local communities during the Novena.  
 
Parishioners Joined together in the Church on Sunday, December 14th for the Rosary at 2:30pm and Mass at 3:00pm, 
followed by a reception in the Cafeteria. Then, from December 15-23, parishioners were invited to gather in the Church 

each evening at 6:30pm for the Rosary, followed by Mass at 7:00pm, except on:  12/17 (Wednesday) — Rosary at 

6:30pm, Mass at 7:00pm in the Cafeteria  12/20 (Saturday) — Rosary at 5:00pm, Mass at 5:30pm in the Church A 
reception was held in the Cafeteria following the final Mass on Tuesday, December 23rd. All were warmly invited to 
experience this joyful Christmas tradition! Learn more online at h-t.org/simbang-gabi.    

 
     

Council In Action 
Children’s Christmas Party 

 
Council 1634 Hillsboro, with 16 Knights and their families, enjoyed the Children’s Christmas Potluck on Sunday, Dec 7th, 
when Santa presented gifts to 25 children that sat and visited with him. Special thanks to State Warden Dave Judy for 
ensuring Santa arrived as planned at 3:00 pm after  all had enjoyed a wonderful meal. 

  

http://h-t.org/simbang-gabi
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Special Olympics Check Presentation 
 
On December 23, 2025, the Albany Council 1577 presented Special Olympics with a check for $3,051.20 from the 
proceeds made at the Council’s Golf Tournament held in September 2025. 
 
  

Pictured: Gary Haworth FS, Special Olympics Reps: Kelli McDowell, 
Bill McDowell, Dillon Yzaguirre, Rachel Sullivan, Jim McDowell 
Treasurer  
 

A Prayer for Hope in the New Year 

Heavenly Father, 

As the sun rises on this new year, I lift my heart to You with gratitude for the gift of life 
and the promise of fresh beginnings. 

 

When the days ahead feel uncertain, let Your light guide my steps. 

When my spirit grows weary, renew my strength with Your peace. 

Fill my heart with hope that outshines fear, and faith that overcomes doubt. 

Help me to see Your goodness in every season, and to share kindness wherever I go. 

May this year be a journey of growth, grace, and unshakable trust in You. 
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Council In Action 
By: Joseph Schaecher FVSM 

 

Council 1594 - Celebrating Our Knight & Family of the Year 2025 

It is with great joy and gratitude that I share this year’s Fraternal Year recognitions for Council 1594 Rogue River. 
 
The attached photos are from the awards presentation at our annual Knights of Columbus Christmas Party with Catholic 
Daughters Court 1800 — a night that was, once again, a great success. It was wonderful to see so many Brothers and 
families gathered together in celebration. 
 
Please join me in congratulating PGK Michael Pitts, who has been named Knight of the Year. Michael’s steady presence, 
generosity of time, and quiet leadership are a blessing to our Council and our parish. His faith-in-action is a true witness 
to what it means to serve Christ through fraternity. 
 
I am also pleased to announce Mark Kantor and family as our Family of the Year. Their devotion to parish life at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church and their commitment to Council 1594 reflect a lived faith that strengthens our entire community. 
 
A special word of thanks to PGK Dennis and Becky Kantor for graciously accepting the award on behalf of Mark and the 
family. Please extend our congratulations and gratitude to them as well. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make the evening such a joyful and meaningful gathering. 
 
Both of these recognitions are richly deserved. Michael, Mark, and the Kantor family lead not by spotlight, but by 
example — through faith, service, and love for the Church. We are better as a Council because of their witness. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
SK William W Bumgardner 
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" In Solidarity With Our Priests" 2025 A Year in Review 
 

Brothers and Friends In Christ, 

Once again Council 15773 has accomplished the goals set 
forth, focusing on Charity to our Parish, its members and 
our Community. Those goals could not have been met 
had it not been for your support. Sincere thanks to all 
who participated in reflecting the Mission of Knights of 
Columbus everywhere. As we have done in previous 
years this review highlights some of the many hours given 
in many ways. January of 2025 continued the Monthly 
First Tuesday Free Lunch Soup Kitchen at the Methodist 
Church. Our Council represents St. Mary’s with this 
Ministry which has been part of our giving back to the 
community since 2016. Our service to those in need 
along with a kind word is what Knights do. 
Our First Friday Bingo fundraiser continues.                         
It is a significant part of meeting goals. 
The Monthly First Thursday COR Bible Program 
Fellowship has guided us Spiritually. 
 
February 2025 Once again we participated in the Lane 
County Special Olympics Polar Plunge. 
With donations of support for our dip into the cold 
Willamette River 33-degree water we raised over 
$2100.00 from parishioners, family and friends. 
 
February also gave us time to Thank the Parish with a 
Valentines Day Dinner which was very much appreciated 
by our Pastor and parishioners. 
 
March thru June continued with monthly activities. April 
included the 40 Cans for Lent Florence Food Share 
Collections, totaling 615 pounds. The Youth Soccer 
Challenge at Miller Park was praised by parents, kids and 
youth league staff and we had fun hosting the event as 
well.  
 
Knights Ladies Chocolate Easter Egg sales raised $500.00. 
A Knights Candy give-away fundraiser at Safeway raised 
an additional $355.00 for Lane County Special Olympics. 
 
Fundraising also was accomplished with a Knights 
Rummage Sale, with over $1000.00 in sales. 

A Father’s Day Beef Raffle in June was also a very 
successful fundraiser. Thank You Richard for your kind 
donation of the 10-pound packages of locally raised beef. 
July thru September In the Fall, Lady Knights made their 
tasty Jams. Always enjoyed by parishioners. Thank You 
ladies for your hard work picking all those blackberries 
and plums. 
After months of discussion and planning, the Monument 
to the Unborn was installed. 
On August 31st, the Monument was Blessed by 
Archbishop Peter Smith. 
The Assembly Honor Guard present for this occasion. 
Beautiful Monument. Very Well done. 
 
September thru December Labor Day weekend, another 
Special Olympics Safeway Candy fundraiser. 
The ongoing Aluminum Can Recycle Program has been an 
incredible fundraiser. Thanks to Dennis Lestanguet who 
needs to be mentioned for the collecting, sorting and 
delivering.We delivered 35 pounds of aluminum can tabs 
to the McDonald House in Springfield. Council and 
Assembly members also drove their trucks in the Annual 
Veterans Day Parade displaying American and Military 
Flags and Knights of Columbus Council door signs. In 
2025, a total of over $5400.00 was donated to local 
charities and others because of your hard work. 
 
They include. Friends of Florence Cancer Van, Food 
Backpacks for Kids, Habitat for Humanity, Caring 
Pregnancy Center, Helping Hands Coalition, Lane County 
Special Olympics, St. Judes Hospital, Siuslaw Outreach 
Services, Tunnels to Towers, Wounded Warrior Project, 
Coats for Kids, Florence and Mapleton Food Share, Parish 
Toiletry Bags Ministry, St. Vincent DePaul Ministry and 
the Mount Angel Seminary. 
 
We are the Clay, You are the Potter, We are the Work of 
your Hands. Isaia 64:7 
 
Sincere Thanks to all who have both helped and 
supported our goals. God Bless you in this New Year. 
 

St. Mary 
Our Lady of the Dunes 
Knights of Columbus 

Council 15773 
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Sir Knights Honor Veterans at Cemetery 

In Southern Oregon, the Eagle Point National Cemetery hosts a Quarterly Ceremony for Veterans who have passed.  
 
Generally, the veterans who are honored do not have families nearby. This last quarter of 2025, there was one lone 
widow who was presented a flag and shell casings from the gun salute.  
 
Assembly 905 Medford was present for the honorable ceremony, led by Faithful Navigator Dr. Doug Smith and 
accompanied by Former District Deputy Larry Mullaly and Jahn Enger. Both Dr Doug Smith and Jahn Enger are veterans 
themselves, so the ceremony was particularly close to their hearts.  
 
Just a few days prior to this ceremony, the annual Wreaths Across America program had over 410 individual wreaths 
that were placed at the grave sites. Volunteers from across the Valley came out for the placement of the wreaths.  
 
If you are interested in supporting Veteran Ceremonies, please check with your local 4th Degree Assembly for details. 
 
Former Vice Supreme Master 
Joe Schaecher 
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Sir Knights Celebrate the Gift of Life 
By: PVSM Joseph Schaecher 

 
Sir Knights from Assembly 905 have once again provided important support for the annual fundraising event for The 
Pregnancy Center in Medford with the theme "Celebrate the Gift of Life".  
 
After arriving and praying with the staff and keynote speaker Stephenthen Holland, the Sir Knights set out to welcome 
all attending guests.  Led by Faithful Navigator Dr. Doug Smith, guests were escorted through the food line and then  
assisted to their tables.  
 
This year’s guest speaker was Steventhen Holland—a music recording artist, passionate worship leader, motivational 
speaker, and founder of Broken Not Dead Ministries. Steventhen’s incredible life story includes topics such as sexual 
violence, intellectual disabilities, homelessness, and navigating foster care and adoption systems. His testimony of 
redemption and hope was truly inspiring and motivated all who listened.  
 
The Pregnancy Center in Medford is a long-time ministry of the Rogue Valley Knights of Columbus members from 
Ashland, Medford and Central Point, who have also provided three Ultrasound machines in the past. 
 
To learn more about The Pregnancy Center please visit: https://www.tpcpartners.us/sponsorship  

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.tpcpartners.us/sponsorship
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Council In Action 
Central Point Council 11258 

 

APPRECIATION WELL DESERVED 

Christmas tree sales are our most important fund raiser for charities, but the weather and long- hours are not friendly. 
Among the Knights and volunteers who participated were: 
Leo Aukusitano   Shan Ortega  Ralph Browning   Randy Sargenti 
Ed Dinius   Don Senestraro  Kevin Fecteau   Doug Smith 
Gary Goldman   John Stillman  David Guzman    Paul Sternenberg  
David Knouff    Daniel Wyatt   Mike Masters    Desi Zamudio 
Bill Morse    Kevin Noble   St. Mary’s Volunteers 
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Council In Action 
 
During December, three Officers from St John Paul the Great Council 8355, Seaside, presented a check for One Thousand 
dollars to the Director of the Coast Pregnancy Clinic in Astoria, Trudy Brawley. The Council has supported the clinic for a 
number of years with annual donations.  
 
The clinic’s mission is supporting pregnant young women with ultrasound examinations, information & education while 
also providing funds for the clinic to purchase clothing items for babies as well as diapers, cribs, strollers - all at no 
charge. 
 
Presenting the check are (left to right) GK Dave Hurley, Trustee Dave Stimac, & FS Steve Wilcox who, with his wife, is also 
a volunteer at the center.  
 
Fraternally,  
 
Dave Hurley, Grand Knight 
hurley_dw@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

State Historian Report 
By: State Historian Tom Radel 
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Rev. Cosmas P White 
41st State Chaplain of Oregon 1987-89 

 

Cosmas P. White was born January 6, 1929, in New York to Francis and Marie Masterson White. 
After attending Catholic grade and high schools in New York he served in the Army from 1946 to 
1947. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Fordham University before moving to Los 
Angeles to work there. 
 
Cosmas entered Mount Angel Seminary in 1953, began his Novitiate in 1956, was professed a 
monk of Mount Angel Abbey in 1957, and was ordained a priest on May 11, 1961. Following his 
ordination, Rev. Cosmas served faithfully in a number of assignments that included teaching and 
administering at two high schools. He spent five years at Ascension Priory after which he began 
his years of very active pastoral work at Sacred Heart Church in Tillamook, 
St. Agatha’s Church in Portland for 21 years, St. Paul’s Church in Silverton, 
and finally at Mount Angel Towers.  

 
Rev. White was the Oregon Knights of Columbus State Chaplain 1987–89. 
 
Rev. Cosmas celebrated fifty years as a priest in 2011.  When his health started to decline, he 
was cared for by his fellow monks and by the health care staff of Mount Angel Abbey. Two days 
before his death, Abbot Jeremy anointed Rev. Cosmas with the whole community present. He 
opened his eyes joyfully in recognition of the presence of the praying community, and, though 
unable to speak at the end, he expressed his "Amen" to the prayers by squeezing the Abbot's 
hand.  
 
Rev. Cosmas P. White died on April 27, 2017, at the Mount Angel Abbey in Saint Benedict, OR 
He is buried at Mount Angel Abbey Cemetery, Mount Angel, OR. 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Assembly In Action 

Assembly 905 Shepherd of the Valley Medford 

"It's not the Church's truth that attracts people 
to it. It's not hierarchy, it's certainly not dogma. 

People are most often brought to the church 
through the love of another Catholic."             

Rev. Cosmas White, 1984, Portland, OR 
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On the evening of December 11th, Shepherd of the 

Valley Church was full to almost overflowing. 
Against a background of joyful singing, six Knights of 
Columbus in their blazers, berets, and flashing silver 
swords, escorted an image of the Madonna to its 
shrine. They were incidental elements to a much 
larger spectacle of flowers, lights – and dancers. 
 
As the prayer service began, 40 young dancers, 
wearing sequined, gold- fringed crowns and maroon 
scapulars over white shirts, pants, and shoes, 
formed a double line across the front of the 
sanctuary.  

 
Their dance that was performed had been adapted for Mexican Indians by Jesuit missionaries. It traces back to 
medieval Spanish line dances. But it also incorporated elements from earlier indigenous traditions. The 
dancers carried three-foot long sticks or “sonajas” housing tin rattles, and were accompanied by three 
musicians, each beating a small hand drum and simultaneously playing a primitive two-holed flute. All of these 
elements were combined in a remarkable tribute to the Virgin. 
 

4th Degree Photo from 1900 recreated – Then and Now 

        

  1900      2025 
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SICK AND DISTRESSED 
 

Bill Holmes, Mike Wanner’s Father, 
Mark Busch and Florence Morris, 

State Treasurer Duane Morris’ Mother 
Council 1634 Hillsboro 

 

Tim Grady 
Council 7246 Newport 

 

Matt Sekreta, Rich Thelen, Julie Wertepny, Rudy 
Wertepny, Don Nadeau, Tracy Davy, Jerry Pendzick, 

John Plunkett and Ed Daniels 
Council 11258 Central Point 

 

Let us pray: 

  O Heavenly Father, God of Love, You gave us Your Son 

Jesus to be not only Physician of our souls but also 

Healer of our bodies and minds. Lord Jesus, We turn to 

You in this time of illness. Please come to us now and lay 

Your healing hand on us and all who are in need of your 

Mercy. Let the warmth, peace and healing power of Your 

Spirit fill all of us now with Your life and love. We 

receive You, Lord Jesus!  
  

 
  

Please direct your prayer requests to:  

DD 16 David Aguirre 

daguirre338@outlook.com  

or via text to 915-443-3418 

  

IN MEMORIAM 
 

SK Ron Kunkel 
 John Krautscheid 
Earnest Sandoval 

Father of SK/FN Eric Sandoval  
Council 1634 & Assembly 906 Hillsboro 

 

  SK Bob Cassidy 
Council 3484 & Assembly 1606 Canby 

 

 SK  William "Bill" McGuigan 
Council 1430 & Assembly 3258 

 

Sister of Pat Yung 
Council 9257 Milwaukie 

 

SK Patrick Parson 
Past State Life Director 

Council 1577 & Assembly 905 
 

Teresa Baehr 
Daughter of Deceased Knight Bob Baehr 

Council 11258 Central Point 
 

Please direct your Memoriam notification to:  
DD16 David Aguirre 

daguirre338@outlook.com  
or via text to 915-443-3418 

 Let us keep in mind and prayers all those  
Brother Knights and/or members of  

Knights’ families who have gone before us.  
No member nor their family members  

should ever be forgotten. 
 

Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of the sick, we turn to you in this time of illness. O dearest comforter of the troubled, 

alleviate our worry and sorrow with your gentle love, and grant us the grace and strength to accept this burden. Dear God, we 

place our worries in your hands. We place our sick under your care and humbly ask that you restore your servant to health again. 

Above all, grant us the grace to acknowledge your will and know that whatever you do, you do for the love of us. Amen.  

                           We request you also pray for all Knights, their Families, friends and all of our Police,  

Firefighters, Servicemen and Servicewomen, our Veterans, Ambulance personnel, Nurses,    

Doctors, Care Givers and those who minister to the needs of others— please take time out to say: 

“Thank You So Very Much” for all that they do for all of us! Also remember those  

who have lost so much in the storms, wildfires, hurricanes, flooding, tornadoes and  

those whose lives have been lost and disrupted due to illness.  

                 This we ask through Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen! 
  

 

mailto:daguirre338@outlook.com
mailto:daguirre338@outlook.com
https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcXkAp_RV2oUA0xeJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyaWNxY290BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMyZTBmNDQ0ZDQyMmYzMDEzYzBiYTA0N2U3ODk3ODEzZQRncG9zAzcEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fima
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The Oregon Knights of Columbus Columbian Newsletter© is published MONTHLY and can be found online 

at the Oregon Knights of Columbus website KOFC-OR.ORG.   

Submissions are due to the Editor by the 5th of each month. 

Mount Angel Abbey has received a grant of $10 million from Lilly Endowment Inc. to help establish a new, large-
scale national mentorship training initiative for the Program of Priestly Formation, 6th ed. Mount Angel Seminary 
(MAS), an apostolate of Mount Angel Abbey, will lead the effort in partnership with collaborating institutions. 

The project is being funded through Lilly Endowment’s Pathways for Tomorrow Initiative. This initiative is designed 
to help theological schools across the United States and Canada prioritize and respond to the most pressing 
challenges they face as they prepare pastoral leaders for Christian congregations now and into the future. The 
grant to Mount Angel Abbey is one of 45 that was approved in this competitive round of funding to support 
theological schools as they lead large-scale collaborations with other seminaries, colleges and universities, and 
other church-related organizations. 

Abbot Jeremy Driscoll, Abbot and Chancellor of Mount Angel Abbey and Seminary,  expressed the significance of 
the award, stating, “For nearly 140 years, our monastic community has operated the Seminary as our primary 
apostolate, forming priests for many dioceses in this country who are prepared for the ever-changing demands of 
pastoral ministry. We joyfully accept this award which allows us to continue this important work of priestly 
formation and to bring it to a new level, and I am confident in Fr. Eirvin’s leadership as he guides us through the 
development and implementation of this initiative.” 

This collaborative endeavor prepares pastoral leaders at the foundational level: by forming the mentors who form 
them. This integrated mentorship model ensures that priestly formation does not end at ordination but 
culminates in the Vocational Synthesis Stage, newly mandated by the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) in the Program of Priestly Formation, 6th ed. 
 
“As we prepare the next generation of priests for a changing world, equipping them for leadership, administration, 
and relational demands is vital for the success of parish life,” said Very Rev. Jeff Eirvin, President-Rector of Mount 
Angel Seminary. “Through the generosity of the Lilly Endowment and collaboration with multiple other seminaries 
and ministries nationwide, Mount Angel Seminary is excited to lead a new initiative that equips mentor priests to 
confidently accompany new clergy through a healthy integration into parish ministry, setting a solid foundation for 
the rest of their lives.” 

Lilly Endowment launched the Pathways for Tomorrow Initiative in 2021. Since then, it has provided grants 
totaling more than $700 million to support 163 theological schools in efforts to strengthen their own educational 
and financial capacities and to assist 61 schools in developing large-scale collaborative endeavors. 

 


