
URGENT Message from Oregon KofC Charities President Ray Prom   
   
DONATE HERE to Help Our Jamaican Brothers  
 
Thanks be to God that we (as Knights of Columbus) have an opportunity to be Christ’s hands in 
the world today! I am going to ask you to be a special blessing to those who have experienced a 
lifetime of suffering and are now completely devastated by Hurricane Melissa. Maybe you’ve 
seen the pictures of what Melissa did to the island nation of Jamaica. Prior to the hurricane’s 
landfall, Jamaica was already one of the poorest countries in the western hemisphere. In the 
Diocese of Mandeville, in the south of Jamaica, health facilities, running water and public 
transportation were not readily available, even in the best of times. Now, in the aftermath, 
entire cities are destroyed, homes flooded, power grid non-operational. Most of the citizens of 
that country are without food, water and shelter.  
 
In times like this, many will flock to their parish church in hopes of a meal and shelter. 
Unfortunately, many of the Catholic churches and buildings are now in no better condition than 
the surrounding buildings. The Diocese of Mandeville was struggling financially prior to the 
storm. They depended on the generosity of Catholics in the US and Canada just to be able to 
pay their priests. Prior to the storm, only about half of their parish priests had a rectory near 
the church to live. Now, even less. The average weekly collection for the parishes is only $20. 
$20! Any contribution, no matter how small will be a godsend to them.  
 
I am asking all of our councils, throughout the state, to consider sharing at least a portion of 
November’s pancake breakfasts, or any other fundraiser, and send it to Oregon State K of C 
Charities. I have been in contact with the Diocese of Mandeville, and 100% of the donations will 
be sent to them, to help feed their parishioners and help them rebuild their churches.  
 
A special flip cause link (see above) has been set up to accept donations, or councils can just 
mail a check to our Charities Treasurer (C/O Duane Morris @ 727 SE High St, Hillsboro, OR 
97123). Let your parishioners know that their contribution is going to help this incredible cause 
also. People can be very generous when they know their charitable dollar will be well spent, 
and when they know the need is extreme. For your parishioners who would like to claim a tax 
deduction for their contribution, write their check directly to Oregon State K of C 
Charities rather than your local council. The Oregon State K of C Charities is a 501(c)3 and your 
council is not.  
 
Of course, this is an emergency, so if you host a fundraiser, or your council would just like to 
make a contribution, please send it without hesitation so we can get the money to the Diocese 
of Mandeville as soon as possible. Thanks be to God, that there is a Knights of Columbus 
organization that people can rely on.  
 
Vivat Jesus!  
Ray Prom, President Oregon State K of C Charities   
promray58@gmail.com  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flipcause.com%2Fwidget%2FMjQyMjky&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.radel%40oregonstate.edu%7Cdb9a57cc97294d0c5ba008de198bc2eb%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C638976285227089588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2U542td5BqZ%2Fm5C0sPMwqENYRI2RbTMT%2BejbRUCBZRE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:promray58@gmail.com


   
 


